
 

Guide to completing an 
application for a protection order
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This guide is to help you complete the Application for a Protection Order (Form DV1).  
The application form requests a lot of information but this guide explains what sections you need to fill in. 
 
If you need an interpreter to assist you to get legal help please call the Translating and Interpreting Service on  
13 14 50. The Service will organise an interpreter in your language and will connect you to Legal Aid 
Queensland. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/162168/dva-f-1.pdf
http://www.legalaid.qld.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.legalaid.qld.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
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You can apply for a protection order yourself or get a police officer, solicitor or authorised person (for example, 
a friend, relative, or community/welfare worker) to apply for you.  
 
The application form may be completed in one of two ways: 

1. Fill out the application form on-line on the Queensland Courts website using the interactive PDF 
version and then print 4 copies or 

2. Print one copy of the application form and hand write on the form or obtain a copy of the application 
form from the registry at your local Magistrates Court.  

 
If there is not enough space on the application form and you would like to provide more information, you may 
do this on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to your application form.  

 

Meaning of terms in the application form for a protection order 
 

An aggrieved – the person who needs protection  
A respondent – the person you apply to be protected from  
applicant – the person applying for a protection order – this can be the aggrieved or another person who can 
apply on the aggrieved’s behalf (see ‘Who can apply for a protection order’ below) 
temporary protection order – an order made in the period before a court decides whether to make a protection 
order 
protection order – an order made by a court imposing conditions on the respondent (see “When can a court 
make a protection order?” below) 
domestic violence order – a protection order or a temporary protection order 
grounds for a protection order – reasons for the application for a protection order 
A child, relative or associate named on the protection order – a person also covered by the protection order 
serve – to deliver or give the application or order to the respondent 
 

Who can apply for a protection order? 
 
An application for a protection order can be made by –  

1. an aggrieved  
2. a person authorised by the aggrieved 
3. a police officer  
4. a person acting under another Act for the aggrieved (for example, a guardian for a personal matter for 

the aggrieved under the Guardianship and Administration Act 2000) or 
5. a party to a child protection proceeding (only in an application to the Childrens Court). 
 

When can a court make a protection order? 
 
A court may make a protection order if  

1. a relevant relationship exists between the aggrieved and the respondent and 
2. the respondent has committed domestic violence against the aggrieved and 
3. the protection order is necessary or desirable to protect the aggrieved from domestic violence.  

   
 

Section 1: Aggrieved’s details 
 
The person you are seeking an order against (the respondent) must be served with a copy of your application 
form. You do not have to serve the respondent yourself. Court registry staff will give a copy to the Queensland 
Police Service and they will ensure the respondent is served with your application.  

http://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/162168/dva-f-1.pdf
http://www.courts.qld.gov.au/contact-us/courthouses
http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/legisltn/current/g/guardadmina00.pdf
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If you do not want the respondent to know your home address, do not provide these details on the application 
form. You may provide an address where court documents can be sent, for example a post office box or your 
solicitor’s address. Alternatively, you may complete a separate “Aggrieved Details Form” and attach it to your 
application. This will not be provided to the respondent. 
 
If you think you will require an interpreter for the court proceedings, make sure you select “Yes” to the question 
“Does the aggrieved require an interpreter?” and write the language and/or dialect. This will ensure the 
Magistrate is aware that you require an interpreter and may make an order for the registrar to organise one for 
you. 
 
If you are under 18 years of age, all documents (applications and orders) must also be provided to a parent. A 
parent is your mother or father or someone with parental responsibility for you.  
 

Section 2: Respondent’s details  
 

The respondent is the person against whom a domestic violence order is made. You are asking the court to make 
an order that the respondent must be of good behaviour towards you and not commit domestic violence, as well 
as other conditions you need.  
 
If you would like to name more than one respondent, you must complete a separate application for each 
respondent.  
 
If the respondent is under 18 years of age, all documents (applications and orders) must also be provided to a 
parent. A parent is the respondent’s mother or father or someone with parental responsibility for them. 
 

Section 3: Applicant’s details 
 

If you are the aggrieved in this application and provided your details at section 1, you do not have to complete 
this section. You will only need to complete this section if you are: 

1. An authorised person for an aggrieved 
This means an adult asked in writing by the aggrieved to appear on behalf of the aggrieved. If the 
aggrieved cannot sign an authority, for example if they have a physical disability preventing them 
from being able to sign, the person can still be an authorised person if the court believes they are 
authorised by the aggrieved to appear on their behalf. 

2. A person acting under another Act for the aggrieved 
Examples of persons acting under another Act include  

 A guardian for a personal matter of the aggrieved under the Guardianship and Administration 
Act 2000 

 An attorney for a personal matter of the aggrieved under an enduring power of attorney under 
the Powers of Attorney Act 1998.  

3. A police officer 
4. A party to a child protection proceeding (only in an application to the Childrens Court). 

 

Section 4: Temporary protection order 
 

The court may give you a temporary protection order for the period up until your protection order application 
is heard. You can ask for a temporary protection order before the respondent has been served with a copy of 
the application. If you do this, you have to show the court that there are reasons why it is necessary or 

http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/P/PowersofAttA98.pdf
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desirable for you or a named person to be protected from domestic violence by a temporary protection order 
before the respondent is served with a copy of the application. Where you have requested a temporary 
protection order to be made before the respondent is served, you may attend court either on the same day you 
filed your application or as soon as possible. This will depend on each court location and the availability of a 
magistrate.  
 

Section 5: Relationship between the aggrieved and the 
respondent 
 

For a court to make a protection order there must be a relevant relationship between you and the respondent. 
If you do not have a relevant relationship, you cannot apply for a protection order and you should seek legal 
advice about other options you may have.  
A relevant relationship is: 

1. an intimate personal relationship  
2. a family relationship or 
3. an informal care relationship. 

 

Spousal Relationship 

 De facto  
 Former spouse 
 Parent of a child of the respondent 
 Former parent of a child of the respondent 
 Married 

Engagement relationship 
Two persons are engaged to be married or were engaged 
to be married, including a betrothal under cultural or 
religions tradition Intimate 

Personal 
Relationship 

Couple Relationship 

Two persons have or had a relationship as a couple. In 
deciding whether a couple relationship exists, a court 
may have regard to the following: 
 the degree of trust; 
 the level of each person’s dependence; 
 the length of time the relationship has existed or did 

exist;  
 the frequency of contact; and 
 the degree of intimacy. 

Family 
relationship 

Exists between two 
persons if one of them is 
or was the relative of the 
other 

A relative of a person is someone who is ordinarily 
understood to be or to have been connected to the 
person by blood or marriage. A relative of an aggrieved is 
also a person who is regarded as a relative. This 
incorporates people who may have a wider concept of a 
relative e.g. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
or people with particular religious beliefs.   Children under 
18 years of age cannot be named as a respondent or 
aggrieved under the family relationship.  

Informal care 
relationship 

Exists between two 
persons if one of them is 
or was dependent on the 
other person for help in 
an activity of daily living 
(e.g. dressing or 
personal grooming, 
preparing meals) 

An informal care relationship does not exist between a 
child and a parent of a child; or where there is a 
commercial arrangement (e.g. a nurse).  
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Section 6: Grounds for a protection order 
 
It must be shown that domestic violence has occurred before a protection order can be made.  
 
What is domestic violence? 
Domestic violence means behaviour towards another, where the two people are in a relevant relationship, that  

 is physically or sexually abusive 
 is emotionally or psychologically abusive 
 is economically abusive 
 is threatening 
 is coercive or 
 in any other way controls or dominates the person and causes the person to fear for their safety or 

wellbeing or that of someone else.  
 

Domestic violence includes (but is not limited to) the following behaviour— 
 causing personal injury to a person or threatening to do so 
 coercing a person to engage in sexual activity or attempting to do so 
 damaging a person’s property or threatening to do so 
 depriving a person of the person’s liberty or threatening to do so 
 threatening a person with the death or injury of the person, a child of the person, or someone else 
 threatening to commit suicide or self-harm so as to torment, intimidate or frighten the person to 

whom the behaviour is directed 
 causing or threatening to cause the death of, or injury to, an animal, whether or not the animal 

belongs to the person to whom the behaviour is directed, so as to control, dominate or coerce the 
person 

 unauthorised surveillance of a person  
 unlawfully stalking a person. 

 
You must show why a protection order is necessary or desirable to protect you and include specific examples of 
behaviour by the respondent.  
 

Section 7: Children of the aggrieved or children who usually live 
with the aggrieved 
 
A child of the aggrieved or a child who usually lives with you may also be protected by a domestic violence 
order. A child who usually lives with the aggrieved means a child who spends time at the residence of the 
aggrieved on a regular or on-going basis.  
 
The respondent will receive a copy of your application. If you do not want the respondent to know the address 
details of the child, please provide an address where court documents can be sent, for example a post office box, 
or provide the details on a separate piece of paper and attach it to your application.   
 
You must show why it is necessary for the child to be named on the order. If the court orders the child to be 
named on the order, the respondent must be of good behaviour towards the child, not commit associated 
domestic violence towards the child and not expose the child to domestic violence.  
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Section 8: Relatives or associates you would like to be named on 
the order 
 
Your relatives or associates may also be protected by a domestic violence order.  
 
Who is a relative? 
A relative of a person is someone who is ordinarily understood to be or to have been connected to the person by 
blood or marriage. A relative of an aggrieved is also a person who is regarded as a relative. This incorporates 
people who may have a wider concept of a relative e.g. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people or people 
with particular religious beliefs.   
 
Who is an associate? 
An associate means either of the following persons if it is reasonable to regard the person as an associate –  
a) a person who the aggrieved regards as an associate or 
b) a person who regards himself or herself as an associate.  
 
Examples of people who could be associates of the aggrieved include 
 a person who is the current spouse or partner of the aggrieved  
 a person who works at the same place as the aggrieved  
 a person who lives at the same place as the aggrieved or 
 a person who provides support or assistance to the aggrieved. 
 

The respondent will receive a copy of your application. If you do not want the respondent to know the address 
details of your relative or associate, please provide an address where court documents can be sent, for example a 
post office box or provide the details on a separate piece of paper and attach it to your application. 
 
You must show why it is necessary or desirable to protect your relative or associate from associated domestic 
violence. If the court orders the relative or associate to be a named person on the order, the respondent must be 
of good behaviour towards the named person and not commit associated domestic violence against the named 
person.  
 

Section 9: Weapons 
 

Under the Weapons Act 1990, if a protection order is made against a person, that person’s weapons licence is 
revoked. This means that the respondent cannot possess a weapon or a weapons licence if a protection order is 
made. If a temporary protection order is made against a person, that person’s weapons licence is suspended 
while the temporary order is in force.  
 
A weapon includes a firearm, martial arts weapon or knuckle-duster. It also includes anything that the 
respondent has used or threatened to use in committing an act of domestic violence against the aggrieved such as 
a cross bow, a spear gun, a dog or a baseball bat. 
 

Section 10: Details of any other orders 
 

If a court has made any other order that involves you and the respondent, for example a Family Court Order or 
another domestic violence order, attach a copy of the order or orders to your application.  

http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/legisltn/current/w/weaponsa90.pdf
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If there is a current protection order application that involves you (the aggrieved) and the respondent and has not 
been decided by the court, attach a copy of that application. This includes where a respondent has filed an 
application for a protection order against you. These applications are called cross-applications.  
 

Section 11: Conditions sought in the order 
 

All protection orders contain two compulsory conditions saying that: 
1. the respondent must be of good behaviour towards the aggrieved and must not commit domestic 

violence and 
2. the respondent must be of good behaviour towards any named person and not commit associated 

domestic violence against the named person. 
As well as these compulsory conditions a court can order other condition/s to protect you from further domestic 
violence. For example, the court may order the respondent to leave the family home, to not contact you, and/or 
to keep away from the places you live or work. If you want the court to consider other conditions, select “yes” in 
section 11. Read through the particular conditions from A) to H) and select which conditions you would like. 
You can apply for any condition that you feel is necessary for your protection, or the protection of your children, 
or associates/relatives. You must provide reasons as to why these other conditions are necessary or desirable to 
protect you or your children, or associates/relatives.  
 

Section 12: Statutory declaration 
 

A statutory declaration is a statement signed by you and declared to be true and correct in front of a witness. You 
can be charged with a criminal offence if you include information you know is not true.  
An authorised witness must sign (witness) your statutory declaration.  
An authorised witness can be Justice of the Peace, Commissioner for Declaration or a Solicitor.  
 

Safety form 
 
Queensland Courts Service is committed to providing a safe environment in the courthouse. However if you feel 
that extra actions are required to ensure your safety you may complete the safety form and file it with your 
application. If at any time during the court process your safety concerns change you may complete another safety 
form and file it at the registry counter.  
The safety form will not form part of your application. The form will be kept on your court file and used by 
registry staff, domestic violence prevention workers and police prosecutors to assist you at your court 
appearance.  
The safety form may be obtained from a Magistrates Court or downloaded from the Queensland Courts website.  
 

Filing the application 
 
You may file the application at any Magistrates Court in Queensland. You do not have to pay a filing fee. When 
you file the application you will be given a court date when you are next to go to court. You may appear by 
yourself or with legal representation. There may be circumstances where a police prosecutor will assist you in 
the court room. You should contact your local police station well before the court date if you think this is 
required.  
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For more information about how to apply for a protection order including information about the law, what orders 
can be made and the court process, you may obtain a copy or download the electronic version of the booklet 
“How to apply for a protection order (domestic violence)” from Legal Aid Queensland.  
 

Victim Assist Queensland 

You may be able to get financial help by applying to Victim Assist Queensland.  Expenses such as child care, 
home relocation, change of name, storage, upgrades to security, furniture, white goods, rent at an emergency 
shelter, medical, dental and counselling expenses may be met if your application is successful.  You can ask for 
more information on 1300 546 587 or on the website.  

http://www.legalaid.qld.gov.au/publications/Factsheets-and-guides/Legal-information-guides/How-to-apply-for-a-domestic-violence-protection-order/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/justice-services/victims-of-crime/victim-assist-queensland

